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Gateway Bible Church 
Statement of Faith: What We Believe 

 
THE BIBLE:   
We believe that the Scriptures of both 
the Old and New Testaments are 
verbally inspired by God, error free in 
the original writings, and the supreme 
authority of faith and practice for the 
believer in Jesus Christ. We further 
believe that there is but one method of 
Bible interpretation: the literal method.  
The literal method recognizes the fact 
that the writers of Scripture clearly 
meant what they said. Therefore, the 
literal method consistently applies the 
rules of grammar, literature, history, 
and culture to Scripture to understand 
the author’s intended meaning.  
(II Tim 3:16-17; II Peter 1:20-21;  
Heb 4:12; I Cor 10:11; Rom 15:4) 
 
The Bible provides the foundational 
teaching for our faith, with special 
revelation concerning the nature of God 
and mankind. We affirm that the 
Scriptures are the supreme written 
norm by which God binds the 
conscience, and that the authority of 
the church is subordinate to that of 
Scripture.1  
 
The Apostle Paul’s statement in  
II Timothy 3:16-17, inspired by God, 
provides a summary of this doctrine of 
the church: “All Scripture is breathed 
out by God and profitable for teaching, 
for reproof, for correction, and for 
training in righteousness, that the man 
of God may be complete, equipped for 
every good work.” 
 
1(Adapted from a statement from the 
International Council on Biblical Inerrancy) 
 
GOD:   
We believe there is but one living and 
true God, who is one in essence, while 

eternally existing in three distinct 
personalities: Father, Son, and Holy 
Spirit. While each person of the true 
Godhead possesses the same nature, 
each functions differently in respect to 
God’s dealings with man.   
(Deut 6:4; I Timothy 2:5) 
 
THE FATHER:   
The first Person of the Trinity orders 
and directs all things according to His 
own will, pleasure, and grace. He has 
decreed all things that come to pass for 
His own glory. He graciously answers 
prayer, and saves from sin and eternal 
condemnation all who come to Him 
through His Son, Jesus Christ.   
(Matt 6:9; John 5:19-24; Eph 1:3-6) 
 
THE SON:  
Jesus Christ, the second Person of the 
Trinity, is both the eternal Son of God 
and virgin-born Son of man. During His 
earthly life, Jesus maintained His deity 
by being both fully God and fully man. 
Also, having lived a sinless life, He 
satisfied His Father’s justice concerning 
sin through His death. We believe in His 
bodily resurrection, His physical 
ascension, and His visible return to this 
earth establish His earthly kingdom. 
(Heb 1:1-3; John 1:14-18; I Cor15; 
Col.2:9; Romans 3:24-26) 
 
THE HOLY SPIRIT:   
The third Person of the Trinity executes 
the will of God in the world of men. It is 
the Holy Spirit who applies the salvation 
Jesus Christ secured through His death 
upon the cross; convicts the world of 
sin, righteousness, and judgment; and 
empowers the church to live a lifestyle 
pleasing to God, endowing it with 
special gifts which equip the believers 
to accomplish the distinct ministries, 
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planned beforehand by God the Father.   
(I Cor 12; Eph 2:10; John 3:1-8; John 
16:4-15; John 15:16; Gal 5:16-25) 
 
THE NATURE OF MAN:   
We believe that men and women were 
wonderfully created in the image of 
God, male and female; two distinct 
genders in order to fulfill God’s will and 
enjoy His fellowship on this earth. In the 
garden, man fell into sin by a voluntary 
act of personal disobedience to the will 
of God; therefore, all men and women 
have inherited this sin nature and as 
such are spiritually dead and subject to 
the certainty of both physical and 
spiritual death apart from Jesus Christ.  
The fall of man was a once-for-all 
historical fact resulting in depravity and 
confusion in all areas of human 
behavior and thinking. Its spiritually 
deadening effect has spread throughout 
all mankind, each of whom is born with 
a sinful nature and sins habitually in 
thought, word, and deed, corrupting the 
basic order of God’s creation.   
(Genesis 1:26-27, 2:7, 3:3-4; Romans 
1:18-32, 3:10-23; Eph 2:1-3) 
 
MARRIAGE, GENDER, AND SEXUALITY:   
We believe that God wonderfully and 
immutably creates each person as male 
or female (Gen 1:26-27). The two 
distinct, complementary genders reflect 
the image and nature of God in 
singleness or when joined together in 
marriage.  
 
We believe that the term “marriage” has 
only one meaning: the uniting of one 
man and one woman in a single, 
exclusive union, as delineated in 
Scripture (Gen 2:18-25).  
 
We believe that God intends sexual 
intimacy to occur only between a man 
and a woman who are married to each 
other (1 Cor 6:18; 7:2-5; Heb 13:4). 
Deviations from these Biblical standards 
are sinful, requiring repentance for 
restoration. 

We believe that God offers redemption 
and restoration to all who confess and 
forsake their sin, seeking His mercy and 
forgiveness through Jesus Christ (Acts 
3:19-21; Rom 10:9-10; 1 Cor 6:9-11). 
    
We believe that the Christian plan of 
redemption targets sinners such as us, 
compelling those who have experienced 
forgiveness to humbly extend the 
message of God’s truth and grace for 
acceptance, forgiveness and 
transformation. 
    
Additionally, our definition of "family" 
rises out of our definition of marriage.  
It flows from Scripture's assertion that 
God created one man and one woman, 
brought them together, and 
commanded them to "be fruitful and 
multiply." In other words, we believe 
that the pattern for the family's 
continued existence is contained in the 
Bible's account of its origins. Men and 
women, in their respective roles as 
fathers and mothers, form the nucleus 
around which the family unit revolves. 
This means that a "family" is a group of 
individuals who are related to one 
another organically by marriage, birth, 
or adoption.  
(Definition adapted from Focus on the Family) 
 
SALVATION:   
We believe that Christ’s death for our 
sins is the only sufficient sacrifice. All 
who believe in Him are declared 
justified by the Father on the grounds 
of Jesus’ death and resurrections. All 
who receive the Lord Jesus Christ by 
grace through faith have been 
regenerated by, and baptized in, the 
Holy Spirit. They are thereby the 
children of God forever and members in 
the one true church, the Body of Christ.  
This salvation results in righteous living 
and good works as the believer submits 
his life to the Word of God and the 
direction of the Holy Spirit.  
 (Acts 4;12; John 14:6, 3:16, 1:12; 
Romans 3:21-26; I Cor 15:1-4; Eph 1:7, 
2:8-9; Heb 10:10-12, Gal 3:26) 
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THE CHURCH:   
We believe that all who have been 
regenerated by the Holy Spirit belong to 
the one true church and are directed by 
the Scriptures to associate themselves 
in local, visible churches. The local 
bodies of believers are the only visible 
representation of Christ’s invisible 
church and consists only of regenerated 
believers. The local church is 
autonomous in its relationship and 
elects its own members to the biblical 
leadership offices of elder and deacon.  
The two-fold directive of the local 
church is to lead mankind to Christ and 
mature them in the faith.  
Consequently, the fabric of the local 
church, including the members, 
volunteers, ministerial staff and other 
employees should reflect the stated 
mission and vision statement of 
Gateway Bible Church and subscribe, 
without reservation, to the Statement of 
Faith, Constitution and Bylaws of the 
church.  
(Hebrews 10:24-25; Acts 2:41-47, 4:1-
16; 1 Cor 12-14; Matt 16:13-28, 28:18-
20; Eph 2:19-22, 24) 
 
THE FUTURE:   
We believe that as God’s plan of 
redemption unfolds, Jesus will return in 
a triumphal descent from heaven, 
visibly and personally. In contrast to His 
humble arrival and brief ministry as a 
suffering servant and savior, the Second 
Advent will be with power and 
dominion, accompanied by clouds of 
glory and a heavenly fanfare. 
The promised and anticipated Second 
Coming or Second Advent will usher in 
many events described in scripture 
including the rapture, the general 
resurrection, the final judgment, the 
consummation of the Kingdom of God, 
a new heaven and a new earth and the 
glorification of believers, enabled to 
enjoy God’s glory and rewards for 
eternity. 
 
 

Scripture clearly notes that no one 
knows the day or hour of Christ’s return 
but we are called to be watchful and 
ready. The specific timing and order of 
these events have been studied and 
debated by scholars since their initial 
teaching.  
 
We believe that the essence of this 
doctrine of our faith should bring a vast 
sense of hope and excitement. We are 
sojourners in this world where God’s 
kingdom is both present but yet future. 
We await His glorious return when every 
knee will bow before Him.  
(Rev 19:11, Acts 24:15, II Peter 3:13, 
Rev 21:1, Matt 24:36, I Cor 15:19, Rom 
15:13, John 18:36, Phil 2:9-11) 
 
BAPTISM:   
Baptism is the next step for any believer 
who seeks to become a disciple of 
Christ. In doing so, the believer reveals 
to all that a life transformation has 
taken place in his life through Christ. 
Through baptism, the believer makes 
known that a “coup” has taken place in 
the secret recesses of his soul. The 
government of self has been toppled 
and overthrown. In its place, a new 
authority now reigns and rules. It is 
Christ, the living Lord!  While we do not 
believe there is any merit in the act of 
baptism for salvation, we still uphold it 
as being a sacred, uncompromisable 
injunction of the Scripture. Every 
believer serious in his or her faith will 
also be serious about baptism. We 
believe the mode of baptism is 
immersion.   
(Mark 1:10; Matt 10:32; I Cor 15:1-4, 
Rom 6:3-7, John 3:23) 
THE LORD’S SUPPER:   
The Lord’s Supper is first and foremost 
a symbol of Christ’s redemptive death, 
and secondly an expression of our 
fellowship with one another. We believe 
the Lord’s Supper is open to all who 
meet the prerequisites outlined in 
Scripture. They are: first, that one 
personally know Jesus Christ as Savior, 
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and secondly, that they have a cleansed 
life.   
(I Cor 11:17-34, Matt 26:26-30; Mark 
14:12-26; Luke 22:7-20) 
 
CHURCH LEADERSHIP:   
We believe the elders have the overall 
responsibility for oversight and 
direction of the church. They are to 
seek in all matters the mind of Christ 
through the guidance of the Holy Spirit 
and the Word of God. They must be 
able to teach and exhort the church in 
sound doctrine and refute those who 
contradict the truth. Elders must always 
lead by example and will provide 
instruction for the maintenance of 
healthy relationships within the body of 
the church. Elders will also assist in the 
selection of deacons as necessary to 
accomplish the mission of the church.  
We believe that Scripture teaches that 
both men and women are equally 
created in the image of God, and we 
likewise affirm the worth of all persons.  
Nevertheless, we do believe that Bible 
teaches that God created man and 
woman to fulfill different but 
complimentary roles which are rooted 
in their sexual identity. As such, we 
believe the Scriptures clearly teach that 
women should not serve in leadership 
roles in which they would be teaching 
or exercising authority over a man.  
This type of leadership is found in three 
roles: elders/deacons, pastors, and 
small group leaders.   
(I Tim 3:1-13; I Peter 5:2-3; Titus 1:5-9; 
II Tim 2:11-15; I Cor 14:34-35) 
 


